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Horizon Europe: Innovation should be at the core 
of EU legislation 


Brussels, 11 December 2018 


DIGITALEUROPE urges Members of the European Parliament to safeguard the ‘Innovation principle’ within 
Horizon Europe, the future Framework Programme for Research & Innovation. Ahead of the vote in plenary 
this Wednesday 12 December, we call on the European Parliament to reject amendments 189, 294, 298 
which aim to remove this important principle from the Horizon Europe package’. 


“The innovation principle aims to reduce the EU innovation deficit, explained Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director 
General of DIGITALEUROPE. European research and innovation expenditure only accounts for 2% of the EU’s 
GDP, far from the 3% target of the Europe 2020 strategy’. This principle guarantees that EU policies would 
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not dramatically affect innovation and drive us further away from this goa 


The innovation principle ensures that when EU legislation is being considered, its impact on innovation is 
assessed. It is therefore key to foster both research and innovation at EU level. The European Commission 
recognises the importance of this principle and has included it in its Better Regulation agenda?. Member 
States acknowledge it as well, stressing the need to consider the impact on innovation when drafting EU 
policies’. 

During the discussions on Horizon Europe in Parliament, all political groups have recognised that Europe 
does not capitalise enough on knowledge and ideas, and concluded that the EU can and should do much 


better in harvesting the economic and social benefits of its excellent research. DIGITALEUROPE finally recalls 
that the innovation principle does not undermine the precautionary principle, but rather complements it. 


For more information please contact: 


Julien Chasserieau, Policy Officer 
+32 492 27 13 32 | julien.chasserieau@digitaleurope.org 


Lionel Sola, Director of Communications & Political Outreach 


' Amendment 189 on the Regulation establishing Horizon Europe and amendments 294 and 298 on the Decision 
establishing the Specific Programme implementing Horizon Europe. 

Eurostat, Gross domestic expenditure on R&D, 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do ?tab=table&init=1&language=en&pcode=t2020 20 

3 European Commission, “Towards an Innovation Principle Endorsed by Better Regulation”, June 2016, 
https://ec.europa.eu/epsc/publications/strategic-notes/towards-innovation-principle-endorsed-better-regulation en 
4 Council of the European Union, Council conclusions on Research and Innovation friendly regulation, May 2016, 
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9510-2016-INIT/en/pdf 
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the 
development and implementation of EU policies. 


DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 66 Corporate 
Members and 40 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our 
recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 


DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 


Corporate Members 


Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arcelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, 
Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, 
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Mastercard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic Europe, Philips, 
Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, 
Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, 
Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: IOÙ Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS 
Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS 
Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC 


Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France 
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Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 

Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR 
Norway: Abelia 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 


Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikfôretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomfüretagen 

Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 


